Writers Workshop
	Activity
	Directions for activity

	Read Aloud

5 minutes
	· During this time the teacher will read a story aloud.  

· We are doing this because the story will serve as a model for you.  Depending on what kind of writing we are working on, the book will help show you what your writing should look like. 

· It is important for you to listen carefully to the story and the way the author works.  Think about things like:

· How is the author describing something?

· Why did the author choose that setting, those characters, or those situations?

· How is the author presenting the information?

	Mini Lesson

5 minutes
	· During this time the teacher will work on a lesson in writers craft (how writers write) 
· We are doing this because there are going to be things that may be challenging for you and we want to be able to help you with this

· It is important for us to write down notes in our skinny writing notebook that we can look back to as a reference if we are confused. 

	Independent Writing

30 minutes
	· During this time you will be writing on your own!  You will be in one of 5 stations working on your writing.  When you complete one station you may move to the next!
1. Prewriting: Journal idea, think, read, research

2. Drafting: independently write a sloppy copy

3. Revising: peer revision BIG changes, sequence, ask: Does this make sense?

4. Editing: edit your work, correct spelling and grammar mistakes
5. Publishing: final copy, technology/word processing, crayons glue, fancy paper

	Share Time 

5 minutes 
	· During this time we allow students who have already finished their work or are almost done to share their work with the class 
· We are doing this because all authors like to share their work after they are done.

· It is important for us to pay attention to other writers.  They may inspire (give us ideas) us to write something we had not thought about writing before! 


Genre Bingo
In writing just like in reading, there are different genres, or different types of writing.  In this Genre Bingo you will be able to select a genre you like and work on it. 
	Poetry


	Advice Column
	News Article
	Historical Fiction

	Realistic Fiction


	Free choice
	Research
	Free choice

	Fantasy Fiction


	Biography
	Free choice
	Directions/ Steps


	Free choice


	Memoir
	Persuasive
	Narrative


See the next page for descriptions and ideas of each.

Genre Descriptions

	Poetry
	You can write a poem, any type of poem can work, acrostic, free choice, rhyming poems, haikus, check out the poetry section in the library for ideas.  

	Realistic Fiction
	You can make up a story about anything that can really happen.  Remember to make sure your characters and your events have to be things that can really happen.  

	Fantasy Fiction
	You can make up any kind of story, the characters can be animals, or other objects.  The problems can be based on things that can really happen

	Advice Column
	An advice column is where somebody writes with a problem and another person (you) writes back with some advice 

	Biography
	A biography is a type of writing in which there is information about another person.  You can write a biography about somebody famous or somebody you know and admire.

	Directions/ Steps
	Write directions to make something, go somewhere, or make a recipe of how to cook something

	News Article
	Read and research something interesting happening in the world and write about it.

	Research
	Research and learn about a new or interesting topic to you.  You can choose people, animals, countries, and machines, anything you like.

	Persuasive
	Convince the reader of something.  You can pick topics such as why we should have gym every day, or vending machines in the lunchroom, or why uniforms are a good/bad idea.  Pick something you are interested in.  

	Memoir 
	Write about ONE specific memoir you have.  A memoir is different from an autobiography because a memoir does not need to start from birth it can commence (begin) at a specific memory

	Narrative 
	In this you can tell a story about anything you like.

	Historical Fiction
	In this type of writing you can pick  something in history that you like, read, research and learn about it, and write about what it would have been like for a character who may have lived in it.  Be creative!  It can be realistic or fantasy! 

	Free choice
	This means you can pick any topic but the teacher chooses the genre, or you choose the genre but the teacher chooses the topic.  


Record of Writing Projects

	Project #
	Title
	Type of writing
	Date started
	Date completed

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


What I learned about being a writer
Conference 

	Project #
	Teacher/ Student signature
	Reflection

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


